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 InsIde ThIs Issue:

eve, moTher of humankInd, geTs her day In courT

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist Community

The trial of Eve, the Gar-
den of Eden resident ac-
cused of eating the for-
bidden fruit growing in 
her home, has been set for 
mid-November.  Accord-
ing to court documents, 
Eve has been indicted on 
one felony count of theft 
and one felony count of se-
dition, for allegedly steal-
ing the fruit and fomenting dissent against the 
government. 

According to police reports, Eve’s crimes are part 
of a complicated plot involving Eve, her husband 
Adam, God and a serpent, all of whom were re-
portedly seen in the vicinity of the tree of forbid-
den fruit at the time of the incident. The People 
vs. Eve: A Trial, presented by Kol HaLev, will be 
held at 7:30 p.m., Sat., Nov. 17, 2012 in the Moot 
Court Room of Cleveland-Marshall College of 
Law.

The Honorable Maureen O’Connor, Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Ohio, will pre-
side at the trial. Geoffrey S. Mearns, President 
of Northern Kentucky University, former Provost 
of Cleveland State University and former Dean of 

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, will serve as 
prosecutor. Last year Mearns successfully pros-
ecuted King David on multiple counts of murder.

Eve will be defended by civil rights attorney Av-
ery Friedman, who has served as Chief Counsel 
of The Fair Housing Council, CNN legal corre-
spondent and King David’s defense attorney.

Is Eve guilty or not guilty? The audience-as-jury 
will decide. While jury votes are counted, a dis-
tinguished panel 
will wrestle with 
the challenging cul-
tural and ethical is-
sues enmeshed in 
Eve’s actions and 
legacy.  The panel 
will be moderated by The Rev. Leah C.K. Lewis 
of Olivet Institutional Baptist Church and will 
include our own Rabbi Steve Segar, Dr. Susan 
W. Hinze, Director of Women’s and Gender Stud-
ies at Case Western Reserve University ,and The 
Very Rev. Tracey Lind, Dean of Trinity Cathe-
dral.

A special pre-trial adult education session featur-
ing Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and Academic Dean of 

continued on page 4
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Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.Contact him by phone at the office (216-320-
1498) or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting time.

ELuL: MOvINg IN NEW DIRECTIONS
Once again we have come around in our sacred yearly cycle to the 
month-long period that precedes the beginning of a new Jewish year. 
This month of Elul (which began just over a week ago) presents a 
wonderful opportunity to go through a process of preparation for the 
upcoming High Holy Days rather than entering “cold” on the eve of 
Rosh Hashanah. 

Though the Days of Awe clearly have a powerful magnetic pull that 
they exert on our sense of needing to be present with the broader 
community, it is too often the case that the collective dimensions of 

the experience, especially (but not limited to) the length, complexity and language of the prayer 
book, can leave many of us slightly perplexed about what it is exactly that we should be trying to 
get out of this experience. One clear remedy for such perplexity is to come into this communal 
context with a very personal agenda for which the month of Elul is perfectly suited.
 
There are many Jewish people who misunderstand this time of year as one during which we are 
supposed to intensively focus on identifying the ways in which we may have hurt others in our 
lives and resolve to seek their forgiveness. While this kind of activity is certainly one important 
piece of what the Days of Awe can be about, it is far from being the end of the story. 

My perspective on this period of time is that it is about looking at the big picture of our lives as we 
have lived them during the past year and as we would like to live them in the one upcoming. While 
this can and often does include redressing things we have said or done that we regret, it can also 
include reflection on each aspect of our lives, from career to physical health to inner growth to our 
participation or lack thereof in social networks. And his process does not need to have an exclusive 
spotlight on what hasn’t gone as we would have liked. The High Holy Days can and should also be 
a time when we acknowledge and celebrate the strengths and successes that have emerged in our 
lives in addition to the places where we sense a need for more growth and understanding.
 
Another aspect of this personal reflection might also include an attempt to project ourselves into 
the coming year and the development of some clarity of intention around directions in which we 
feel drawn towards moving. For some, this could be a movement involving expansion or deepen-
ing, while for others the direction may be more towards greater limit setting or slowing down in 
some ways. In any case, if we can manage to set aside some time (even if it’s only half an hour per 
week) during the month of Elul to ask ourselves these questions and begin to sense some answers, 
we will be in much better shape to use the Days of Awe when they arrive, to further explore, 
elaborate on and affirm our commitment to moving in the new directions we have envisioned for 
ourselves.

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and 
a prodigious author on biblical literature and 
feminist readings of biblical texts, will be held 
Sunday, October 28, 2012, 7:30 p.m., at a soon-
to-be-announced location. Dr. Kamionkowski’s 
presentation, “Eve’s Story: An Unauthorized 
Biography,” is free and open to the public. 

The People vs. Eve: A Trial is a major Kol 
HaLev fund-raising event aimed at helping 

the congrega-
tion provide 
its signature 
innovative 
programming to 
members and to 
the greater com-
munity. Mem-
bership dues 
provide approxi-
mately 60% 
of the income 
needed to run 

Kol Halev. The trial is an important source of 
additional funding. Last year’s trial of King Da-

vid raised more 
than $15,000, 
which was used 
to support the 
synagogue’s 
growing needs.

Tickets for The 
People vs Eve: 
A Trial go on 
sale September 
10, 2012. Tick-
ets cost $25, 
$55 and $125; 
premium tickets include a post-trial reception. 
To purchase tickets use the form on page 12 of 
this newsletter or go to http://www.kolhalev.
net/trial (after 9/10/12).

Under the auspices of trial co-sponsor Cleve-
land-Marshall College of Law, two hours of 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credit is 
available to attorneys who purchase $55 or $125 
tickets. Advance CLE registration is required. 

ThE pEOpLE vS. EvE, continued from page 1

Detail from Adam & Eve 
by Domenichino

Detail of Adam & Eve from 
the Stanza della Segnatura

by Raphael

Adam & Eve, detail from the Sistine Chapel, by Michaelangelo

http://www.kolhalev/trial
http://www.kolhalev/trial


September 2012 Kol Halev HappeningSPage 5

Shana Tova! What an amazing year we have in front of us. We are proud to report that this year we have 
received five grants for new programming for Youth and Family Education at Kol HaLev. Each grant 
will bring something special to our educational programming. Some of the programs target specific age 
groups, while others directly benefit the whole KHL community. I hope that you will agree that strength-
ening any part of the community advances the entire community.

As I shared in last month’s newsletter, we received a Subvention Grant from the Jewish Education Cen-
ter’s Adolescent Initiative. We are using those funds to employ a youth director, Ma’ayan Scher, to work 
with our teens in grades 8-12. The youth group will be meeting regularly twice a month, typically the 
second Friday and the third Sunday of the month. Of course there are some exceptions, so please refer to 
the No’ar Hadash calendar, the Youth and Family Education Handbook or the KHL calendar on our web-
site. Copies of the calendar and handbook can be found at 
the information table at services.

The second grant is the One Happy Camper Promotion 
Grant from The Foundation for Jewish Camping, which 
provides funds through the Jewish Community Federa-
tion to promote attendance at Jewish summer camps. 
As someone who spent seven summers at Jewish sleep-
away camp, I can’t think of anything I’d rather promote. 
I have incredible memories of my time at camp and I’m 
pleased that this grant will make it possible for our youth 
to create some memories of their own. As part of the One 
Happy Camper program, we will have visits from Camp 
JRF and Camp Wise staff as well as parlor meetings with interested families. It should be lots of fun!

The third grant is Congregational Enrichment Funds (CEF) from the Jewish Education Center (JECC). 
We have been receiving this funding for the last several yeSars to increase our educational programming. 
Last year we used these funds to participate in the Hiddur Mitzvah Project and to fund the Bonim and 
Magshimim retreat. This year we will ebring in the historical impressionist, Peter Small, take a tour of 
Jewish Cleveland on Lolly the Trolley, and explore Jewish culture through cooking projects (“gastro-
nomic Judaism”). As an added bonus, we will be using some of these funds to offset the cost of chil-
dren’s participation in our biennial Intergenerational Shabbaton.

In addtion to the CEF monies we will use for the Shabbaton, we have also received a very generous 
grant from the Retreat Institute of the Jewish Education Center.  While the Shabbaton is admittedly still 
an expensive endeavor, it would cost participants significantly more without the assistance we receive 
from the Retreat Institute. We deeply appreciate the financial assistance the Retreat Institute gives us, as 
well as the programmatic assistance they’re providing. The Intergenerational Shabbaton will take place 
Apr. 26-28, 2013, at Punderson State Park. It should be fabulous!

Finally, we received a generous grant from the Fund for the Jewish Future which is earmarked for the 
additional personnel. Members of the Executive Board and the Youth and Family Education committee 
decided that a congregational Hebrew program would be the best use of these funds. We will be hiring 
a curriculum developer who will collaborate with me on developing the Hebrew program. We will also 

hAgIgA hAppENINgS
robyn novIck

Kol HaLev’s Ziv Solomon (left) and Sascha Roberts 
at Camp Wise this summer.

continued on page 10
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CELEBRATE ThE hIgh hOLY DAYS WITh khL

S’lichot SAT., SEpT. 8, 8 p.m. at Ratner School

please bring a dessert or appetizer. This special prayer service marks 
the formal beginning of the high holy Days period

Erev Rosh 
hashanah

SuN., SEpT. 16, 8 p.m. at Ratner School 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. please arrive and socialize by 7:45 p.m

Rosh hashanah
First day

MON., SEpT. 17, 9:30 a.m. at Ratner School. Doors open at 9 a.m.

•	 adulT servIce: please arrive and socialize by 9:15 a.m. Babysit-
ting and Child care will be available during adult services (return 
registration form by Aug. 31). 

•	 Separate chIldren’s ProgrammIng will begin at 10:30 a.m. Chil-
dren will be invited to join in the adult Shofar Service.

•	 ToT/ParenT ProgrammIng at 11 a.m.
•	 communITy “PoTluck-Plus” luncheon after services (registration 

and potluck signup required)
•	 TashlIch at approximately 3:30

Rosh hashanah
Second day

TuES., SEpT. 18, 9:30 a.m. at Ratner School. Doors open at 9 a.m.

Choice of traditional service or an alternative service
Child care and babysitting during adult services (register by Aug. 31)

Erev Yom kippur TuES., SEpT. 25, 7 p.m., at Ratner School.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. please arrive and socialize by 6:45 p.m

Food Drive SEpT. 25-26. please bring food for hunger drive. Mazon contribu-
tion envelopes will be available.

Yom kippur WED., SEpT. 26, 9:30 a.m. at Ratner School. Doors open at 9 a.m.

Shacharit Service
Avodah Service 
Meditation 
Torah Study 
Yizkor  
N’ilah  

9:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
12:30-1:15 p.m.
1:30-2:15 p.m
3:30-4:30 p.m.
4:45-5:45 p.m.
6-7 p.m.

Children’s 
programming

ChILDREN’S AND TOT/pARENT pROgRAMMINg are scheduled 
during morning services on the first day of Rosh hashanah and on 
Yom kippur. Information about locations will be available at the 
Children’s Registration table. Children’s programming will begin at 
10:30 a.m. and Tot/parent programming at 11 a.m. 

continued on page 7
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SERvICES

All paid-up members of Kol HaLev and their 
children under age 25 may attend services at no 
additional cost.

Out-of-town relatives and guests of Kol HaLev 
members may attend all events for $60/adult 
and $15/child if pre-b’nai mitzvah age. Out-of-
town guests of members may 
attend a single service for 
$40/adult, $15/child, with a 
maximum of $100 per Kol 
HaLev member family bring-
ing out-of-town guests.

Others who would like to 
attend more than one service 
during the month of Tishri 
become Tishri members for 
the entire month and are invited to join our com-
munity for many activities. Tishri members are 
asked to contribute $120/person, $140/single-
parent family or $240/ two-parent family. For 
Tishri members who join Kol HaLev by Dec. 31, 
2012, the cost of High Holy Days registration 
will apply toward full annual dues.

Morning services on the second day of Rosh 
Hashanah are free, but anyone planning to attend 
should register—and child care fees will apply.

Visitors may attend any single service for $70/
adult, $15/ child.

ROSh hAShANAh LuNChEON

All who attend our morning services on Sept. 
17, the first day of Rosh Hashanah, are invited 
to join us after services for our Community 
“Potluck-Plus” Luncheon. Please select what you 
will bring from the attached planned menu and 
email your selection to marcia.goldberg@gmail.
com. The charge of $5/person or $10/family will 
cover beverages, paper goods and specially pur-

chased additions to the menu. Mail your check 
and registration form to the KHL office by Aug. 
31.

BABYSITTINg AND ChILD CARE

Babysitting: Babysitting for children ages 1-4 
will be available during the morning services 
of Rosh Hashanah (both days) and Yom Kippur 

from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (we do 
not provide child care for children 
under the age of 1, although parents 
and their infants are welcome in the 
babysitting room). To enroll your 
child, you must register and pay 
$10/child/session, or $18 for two or 
more children/session by Aug. 31. 
Late registration will incur an extra 
fee. Please bring toys, games and 
books. Snacks will be provided.

Children who are not enrolled in babysitting are 
expected to attend services with their parents.

ChILD CARE FOR ChILDREN k-5

Children in grades K-5 are expected to attend 
the Children’s Program from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on the first day of Rosh Hashanah and on 
Yom Kippur morning or to attend services with a 
parent. They may also stay in the Library to read, 
play board games, etc., before and after Chil-
dren’s Programming (snacks will be provided). 
Parent volunteers will oversee Library activities 
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and from 12:30 to 1:30 
p.m. Both the Children’s Program and Child Care 
are open to members and guests free of charge, 
but registration is required. Please note that chil-
dren may not roam the building unattended.

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, there will 
be no Children’s Program, so all children in 
grades K-5 who will not be attending one of the 
services for the entire morning must be registered 
for Child Care.

CELEBRATE ThE hIgh hOLY DAYS WITh khL

continued on page 8
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Children in grades 6-12 are expected to attend 
the Children’s Program on the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah and on Yom Kippur morning or to 
attend adult services. Please register for the 
Children’s Program by Aug. 31.

During Kol Nidre, there will be no Babysitting 
or Child Care; children are expected to attend 
the service with parents or be supervised by 
their parents in the Library.

pRAYER BOOkS

Kol HaLev uses the Reconstructionist Prayer-
book for the Days of Awe. A limited number 
of copies are available to loan to Tishri mem-
bers and to out-of-town guests on a first-come, 
first-served basis at each service (to be re-
turned at the end of each service). These may 
be purchased from the Reconstructionist Press 
(http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org/Store-

Front.bok) or by contacting Beverly Vitek at 
JewishReconBooks@rrc.edu or 215-576-0800.

REMITTANCE

All checks to cover Services, Luncheon and 
Child Care are to be made out to Kol HaLev 
and addressed to: Treasurer, Kol HaLev, 2245 
Warrensville Center Road, University Heights, 
OH 44118.

DONATIONS

Please consider donating to our High Holy Days 
Flower Fund or making an additional donation 
in honor of or in memory of a loved one. Dona-
tions will be acknowledged in a fall newsletter. 
Tikkun Olam food donations and Mazon mon-
etary contributions will be accepted on Yom 
Kippur.

rosh hashanah “PoTluck-Plus” luncheon

suggesTed rosh hashanah PoTluck luncheon dIshes

Fresh fruit
Cheese blintzes
Fruit salad
Fruit-filled blintzes
Poached salmon
Macaroni & cheese
Lox
Vegetarian lasagna
Quiche
Vegetarian strata
Mixed green salad

Roasted potatoes
Grilled vegetables
Pasta salad
Egg salad
Tuna salad
Noodle kugel

dessert  
Honey Cake
Brownies
Cookies

Cake
Pie  

fOr children
Small sandwiches
Fruit, bite size
Macaroni & cheese
Vegetable platter
Crackers

We will be purchasing some of the food to be served at our annual Rosh Hashanah 
luncheon, but we depend on you (as we did last year) to provide a potluck donation 
from each family. Please select what you will bring from the list below—or be 
creative and bring a special recipe. Just email your choice to marcia.goldberg@gmail.com or jot it down 
on your Registration Form.

Each dish should serve 10-12 people. All dishes must be vegetarian/dairy/parve/nonmeat/nut-free. If your 
dish must be refrigerated, please bring it in a cooler. We can use the Ratner ovens to warm up food. Bring 
your donation to the kitchen when you arrive for Rosh Hashanah service.

hIgh hOLY DAYS, continued from page 7

MONDAY, SEpT. 17
AFTER SERvICES

http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org/StoreFront.bok
http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org/StoreFront.bok
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The board met at Pete Robertson’s home on August 13, 2012.  The meeting was preceded by a presen-
tation by Dr. Jen Glaser of Hebrew University on Philosophical Inquiry for children.  Several mad-
richim attended. One of our madrichim, Benjamin Barnett, has been invited to participate in a pilot 
initiative that applies the principles of Philosophical Inquiry (also called Philosophy for Children and 
P4C) to Jewish education.  Benjamin will be using this approach with a group of children in the current 
5th and 6th grades this coming year. Philosophical Inquiry seeks to engage young people in philosophy 
as an activity in which they deliberate questions of meaning together. We will plan a follow-up pro-
gram for October.

Rabbi Steve and Robyn will be hiring tutors for the new Hebrew learning program, including tutors 
who will continue to work with existing students as well as for aleph and bet level instruction. Families 
whose children are currently being tutored may either continue with their current arrangements or join 
the new program. The grant/program will bring the cost down significantly for families. Some of the 
$12,500 JECC grant is being held to develop another Shabbat program for non-day school Hagiga stu-
dents. Board members asked that there be more communication about the new programs to the general 
community including making them aware of the employment opportunities.

Marcia Goldberg updated the board on High Holy Day preparations. Registration forms have been 
emailed or mailed.  The luncheon will again be potluck-plus (high end potluck with additional catered 
food).  The board passed a motion to have an ad in the Cleveland Jewish News holiday edition.

Pete Robertson’s treasurer’s report focused on membership dues commitments.  So far, 48% of the 
membership has sent in commitments totaling 64% of our projected budget goal for dues income. Re-
minders will be forthcoming. Pete anticipates that the October quarterly report will generate more de-
tailed information about our financial projections for the year. Pete will also generate a revised budget.

Our Torah scroll is damaged, probably water damage, although of unknown origin. A local sofer has 
estimated that the repair will cost $3,000-$5,000 and will take 2-4 months to complete. Steve suggest-
ed that we use this as an opportunity for community education and fundraising. Steve spoke with his 
colleague Kevin Hale, a Reconstructionist rabbi and scribe, who travels all over the country to restore 
scrolls and do programming around it.  The Value Teams will discuss how best to incorporate program-
ming and possible scheduling. 

Tickets for the Mock Trial will go on sale September 10.  We will have live video feed and overflow 
contingencies, but will not publicize that until we sell out.  We now have $12,500 in commitments to 
support the event, $7,500 of which is external to KHL.

The Board voted to sponsor two HaMakon events, Shefa Gold and Sheila Peltz Weinberg.  There is a 
line item in the budget to support HaMakom sponsorships. 

Barb Truitt is researching the purchase of Directors and Officers Insurance for the congregation and 
will continue to explore necessary details. Karly Whitaker updated the board on GCC activity. We are 
hoping to get a group of KHL members to help with voter registration. The other issue GCC is consid-
ering is whether or not to support the CMSD school levy.  Donna and Dick Weinberger have been very 
active in the health care initiative.  The Board will begin its annual check-in calls to the membership to 
hear what members have to say about KHL. The membership committee will also begin to reach out to 
members.  The next board meeting will be September 10 at Margaret Cohen’s house.

 board rePorT molly berger, secreTary
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COMMITTEE REpORTS

Voter Registration: Several KHL members have been involved in the GCC nonpartisan voter registra-
tion campaign, which targets residents in areas with low 
voter turnout. Watch for information in the weekly update 
about future opportunities to participate in this effort. 
Contact Donna Weinberger (drw508@gmail.com) or Karly 
Whitaker (karlywhitaker@yahoo.com) for details.

Education: The GCC will hold a Delegate Assembly on Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. at Bethany Baptist 
Church, to determine whether to support the Cleveland Metropolitan School District levy campaign. In 
preparation for that assembly, Kol HaLev members are invited to a house party on Sept. 9 at 11 a.m 
at the home of Steven Kanner and Karly Whitaker to discuss this issue and determine our position 
on the levy.

Health Care: The Team met with Bill Denihan, head of the Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental 
Health Services (ADAMHS) Board of Cuyahoga County, and will be meeting with Gov. Kasich’s of-
fice to discuss the unfair distribution of mental health funding between rural areas and urban centers. 
In addition, the Team has held preliminary discussions with the Governor’s office on the expansion of 
Medicaid in Ohio. The Team has also been in contact with Metro Health, University Hospitals, and the 
Cleveland Clinic, as hospitals stand to gain from the expansion.

Jobs: The Job Hunter’s Group continues to meet Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at 8 a.m. at Trinity 
Cathedral, 2230 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. This is an invaluable resource for those looking to update their 
resume, network with others or get advice on all aspects of job seeking.

Criminal Justice: GCC was proud to host Governor John Kasich and Senator Shirley Smith at Eliza-
beth Baptist Church on July 14 for a ceremonial signing of SB 337, a top priority of GCC’s 
criminal justice team. This important bill revises Ohio’s archaic system of collateral sanctions for ex-
offenders who are re-integrating into their communities, making it easier for them to find employment. 

For more information about Greater Cleveland Congregations, please contact: KHL GCC chair Al-
len Binstock, Rabbi Steve, Rabbi Shawn, education chairs Karly Whitaker and Lynn Liebling, health-
care chairs Donna and Dick Weinberger and jobs chairs Allen Binstock and Greg Millas. Check for 
GCC updates at http://www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org/.

greaTer cleveland congregaTIons

be hiring several Hebrew teachers to implement the Hebrew classes. The Hebrew program is still in the 
formation process and we look forward to sharing the details with you once the planning and hiring is 
complete. 

It is going to be a great year at Hagiga as well! Hagiga begins Sat., Oct. 6, at 10:30 a.m. Families with 
children in grades K-8 should have received an information packet. If you did not, please let me know. 
Can’t wait to see you there!

Kol Tuv,
Robyn 

hAgIgA hAppENINgS
continued from page 5
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from our PresIdenT BARB TRuITT

The preparations for the High Holy Days are in high gear. We have many members 
involved in leading various portions of the services, assisted by Rabbi Steve, even 
when he is not directly involved in the service. Members serve as greeters, ushers, 
and luncheon coordinators. Some are involved in the children’s activities; others 
will be taking the food donations to food pantries and driving other members to the 
services. 

Our members’ involvement doesn’t stop at the High Holy Days. Our Hesed 
committee works year round, helping our members who cannot drive get to services 

and to appointments. They make meals for those who are recovering from an illness, surgery, or death 
in the family. They visit others and make phone calls to bring joy to someone’s day. Some members of 
the Hesed Committee have joined after having been the recipient of Hesed services. Many say that they 
get more in return by helping others.

Our board members are currently reaching out to our members by making check-in phone calls to hear 
how you are doing and what Kol HaLev can do to create an even more vibrant community. We hope to 
hear from you. L’Shanah Tovah! 

joIn our hIgh holy days hesed drIve

You have a great opportunity to join in the KHL Hesed movement during the High Holy Days.  If 
you are already involved, you will have a chance to modify what volunteer opportunities you are 
currently involved in, although you may choose to keep the same ones. If you are a new volunteer, 
you can sign up for category(ies) that suit your interests/availability.
 
What does it mean to be a KHL Hesed volunteer? The Monthly Coordinator keeps a list of Hesed 
volunteers who can be called upon to fulfill particular needs in our community as they arise. You can 
sign up to help with whatever area fits your availability and interests.  These areas currently include:

• child care
• transportation
• social calls and visits
• shopping
• hospital calls and visits
• meals/meal delivery
• shiva visits/minyan attendance
• moving households/belongings
• computer tech support  

Please help us reach our goal of 36 new volunteers by the end of the High Holy Days! You will 
have the chance to sign up during the HHD or can do so anytime:  Contact Hesed Chair Jane Arnoff 
Logsdon at janealogsdon@gmail.com or 216-375-0093. You can also learn more at the  KHL Hesed 
coordination site:  https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/630370/ 

mailto:janealogsdon%40gmail.com?subject=
 https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/630370/
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READ A gOOD BOOk LATELY?

Was it one you’d like to discuss with other Kol HaLev members?  (Maybe it was about anti-gravity 
and you couldn’t put it down?)

It will soon be time to choose the books for 2013. The process starts with nominations, which can 
come from any member of Kol HaLev and should be directed to Kevin Weidenbaum at the email 
address shown below. Both non-fiction and fiction books may be nominated as the group tries to 
read approximately equal numbers of these each year. Books of excessive length are generally dis-
couraged. We read books by Jewish authors or books on topics relevant to Jewish or Israeli issues.

Other considerations for nominations are books that are generally available at public libraries and 
not so recent that paperback copies are not available. Many members also prefer books for which a 
Kindle version is available. Classics may be nominated. Members should have read the books they 
are nominating and consider them worth discussion.

If you have refrained from attending the book group because none of the books have appealed to 
you, then now is your opportunity to get involved by nominating your favorite books. The book 
group started in August of 2002 and has discussed more than 100 books to date. If you would like to 
see the full list, please contact Kevin.

There will be no book group meeting in September. The book for October is When the Crocodile 
Eats the Sun by Peter Godwin, a brief summary of which will appear in the next newsletter.

All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web 
page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to 
be added to the group’s email list. 

  hug hasefer: book dIscussIon grouP

YAhRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them

  Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during September:

Charles William Baum – maternal grandfather of Heidi Gorovitz Robertson
Dora May Karmel – mother of Bruce Goodman
Joseph Mirow – father of Deena Epstein
Cila Kopstein (Tzilla) – mother of Ami Kopstein
Charles Goldhirsh (Shyah) – grandfather of Judi Dash
Ida Golden – grandmother of Nancy Hecht
Jim Molyneaux – father-in-law of Judi Dash
Solomon Epstein – grandfather of Barry Epstein
Bernard Stern – father of Karal Stern

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family in KHL Happenings by submitting the 
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member and the date of death, including the year, 

in either the secular or Jewish calendar to Judy@kolhalev.net.

http://www.amazon.com/When-Crocodile-Eats-Sun-Memoir/dp/0316018716/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1346006675&sr=8-1&keywords=when+the+crocodile+eats+the+sun
http://www.amazon.com/When-Crocodile-Eats-Sun-Memoir/dp/0316018716/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1346006675&sr=8-1&keywords=when+the+crocodile+eats+the+sun
http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
mailto:Judy%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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gREETER AND SADRANIM SIgN up

KHL provides Greeters (greets people at the front entrance to Ratner) and Sadranim 
(greets people in the sanctuary) for the FIRST, SECOND (September-June) and THIRD 
Shabbatot of the month. 

Members are being asked to sign up for a date to provide one of these services in the same 
way that you sign up to host a Kiddush. 

The current list of available dates is below - please make your choice now, as later on you 
may simply be assigned to a date. RSVP to Anita Cohn at iccohn@roadrunner.com.
 

2012 2013
Sat., Sept. 8 – Greeter 
Sat., Sept. 15 – Greeter & Sadran
Tues., Sept. 18 (Rosh Hashanah) – Greeter & 
Sadran
Tues., Sept. 25 (Erev Yom Kippur) – Sadran
Wed., Sept. 26 (Yom Kippur) – Sadran
Sat., Oct. 6 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Oct. 13 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Oct. 20 (Hagiga) – Greeter 
Sat., Nov. 3 (Hagiga) – Greeter 
Sat., Nov. 17 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Dec. 1 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Dec. 8 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Dec. 15 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran

Sat., Jan. 5 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Jan. 12 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Jan. 19 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Feb. 2 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Feb. 9 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Feb. 16 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Mar. 2 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Mar. 9 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Mar. 16 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Apr. 6 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Apr. 13 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., Apr. 20 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., May 4 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., May 11 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., May 18 (Hagiga) – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., June 1 – Greeter & Sadran
Sat., June 22 – Greeter & Sadran

 
We send condolences to Kol HaLev members Abe and Muriel Chasin on the loss of Muriel’s 

sister, Eleanor Reiser, may her memory be for a blessing. May Abe and Muriel and their family 
be comforted at this time of loss, along with all others in mourning among the Jewish 

people and the world as a whole.

hESED  

mailto:iccohn%40roadrunner.com?subject=
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ThE STRANgER IN OuR MIDST 
On my way to Erev Rosh Hashanah services last year, I found myself 
preoccupied with thoughts about the “stranger in our midst.” If repetition is 
any measure, the Torah is also very concerned with this topic. The Talmud 
(Bava Metzia 59b) counts 36 places in the Torah in which we are exhorted 
to care for the stranger.

While the Torah draws distinctions between various kinds of strangers--ger 
tzedek (formal convert), ger toshav (“resident alien”) and nachri (coexists 

with B’nai Israel but is not connected to it)—I would argue that in our 21st-century context in which 
we Jews make up little more than 3% of the U.S. and 0.3% of the world’s population, the great-
est good is accomplished by pursuing the relevant mitzvot using the broadest possible definition of 
stranger. It is in that spirit that I would like to tell you two little stories.

One bitterly cold night fifteen years ago, I was returning home from a class at Kent State University 
in a blinding snowstorm. Near Lake Milton I came upon a car abandoned on the shoulder, four-ways 
flashing. Half a mile later, three or four people trudging through the snow, poorly bundled against 
the cold, the family whose car had broken down. For a fleeting moment I thought about pulling over 
to drive them to safety…but did not. It was 10 p.m. after a long work day and I needed to get home 
to Liz and the kids. So I drove on by, assuring myself that someone else would help them. Slowly, 
slowly I was overcome by the pit-of-the-stomach realization that I had made a terrible mistake; I had 
had the opportunity to help but utterly failed to do so. The image of that family struggling against 
the storm is seared into my memory and haunts me to this day. I am deeply sorry I neglected them.

Last summer at Temple Mount Sinai in El Paso, TX, I befriended someone named Izzy who seemed 
very out of place and lonely, like he could use a friend. Izzy is a female-to-male transgender in-
dividual not taking hormones yet, so his appearance is, in a word, ambiguous. He suffers from 
post-traumatic stress disorder years after suffering unspeakable sexual abuse. He is a non-Jew with 
no intention of converting but came to TMS in early 2011 following an interfaith event and now 
participates heavily in Torah study, services, events and the choir. Izzy is a good, caring, educated, 
deeply thoughtful and humane person with amazing dignity and grace. He often feels like an out-
cast, a pariah, a leper. He does not receive complete acceptance in any of his communities including 
TMS, many of whose members frankly don’t know what to make of him. Still, I believe Izzy—like 
you and me—was created b’tzelem elohim: in the image of G-d. To reject him is to reject some as-
pect of G-d. Happily, I was not alone in supporting him. Exactly one week after my last TMS visit, 
a member—evidently aware of his struggles—took him aside and assured him, “We’re going to get 
you through this.” Had publicly befriending Izzy liberated other hearts, minds and souls to do the 
same? I can only hope so.

What is the main difference between these stories? Compassion.

The stranger challenges us both individually and communally, putting our values to the test and 
prompting us to re-examine what we know and believe. But are we not all strangers past or present, 

CONNECTIONS DAvID CONN

continued on page 17
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individuals who come together voluntarily to form a community? And is not the stranger merely a 
community member in waiting … for someone to make the connection that brings him/her into com-
munity for a moment or for a lifetime? We are the community and we are the strangers. We are the 
family on the bridge and we are the passers-by. We are Izzy’s friends and we are Izzy himself.
Rabbi Shefa Gold captures the essence of compassion in her d’var on parashat Mishpatim: “We 
receive this commandment…. ‘Do not oppress the stranger, for you know the soul of the stranger, 
for you too were strangers in the land of Egypt.’ The clarifying phrase – ‘ve-atem yedatem et nefesh 
ha-ger. . . ’ (for you know the soul of the stranger) - gives me the key to the door of compassion. The 
verb “yada” (to know) signifies intimacy. When I encounter the stranger, I am commanded to know 
her soul, to step inside her skin, to see that his pain, his joy, is not different than my own….The 
secret ingredient is profound connection with the other. Gazing into the soul of the stranger, compas-
sion is born. This compassion embraces your own suffering as well as the stranger’s. Remembering 
what it was like to be the stranger, the spiritual challenge is to let your heart open first in compassion 
for yourself, and then expand to encompass the reality of the stranger who stands before you.”

Each of us knows the experience of being a stranger. By cultivating our wellspring of compassion, 
each of us can connect with the stranger—wherever we find him/her—not merely to avoid mistreat-
ing him/her but also to connect with, to welcome and to love the stranger, fulfilling the mitzvot and 
helping to heal our very shattered world. Let us resolve—you and I—to do just that.

How do YOU connect with the Jewish community, our traditions or the Divine? Send YOUR con-
nections to me at david@estophile.com. for use in future columns!

CONTRIBuTIONS
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

•	 Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Kirby’s father, John 
Date

•	 Ralph and Selma Gwatkin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Ralph’s father, Ralph L. 
Gwatkin

•	 Judy Harris and Family to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in appreciation for the assis-
tance of Rabbi Steve at the time of Ruth Fink’s death

•	 Mario and Roberta Tonti in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Roberta’s father, Albert 
Dangler

•	 Ron Kohn in commemoration of the yarhzeit of his mother, Minnette Kohn
•	 Anne Adamson in memory of her husband, Charles Adamson, and in appreciation of Sue 

Wolpert
•	 Ruth Ness in memory of Muriel Chasin’s sister, Eleanor Reiser 
•	 Louis and Julie Handler in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Julie’s mother, Ethel Cal-

vert

Connections, continued from page 16
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Out of Many, One:  Out of Many, One:    
Exploring Paths to PeaceExploring Paths to Peace  

 

 
Sunday, September 9 

2-4 p.m. 
Thwing Center,  

11111 Euclid Avenue 
Case Western Reserve University 

(Free parking in Ford Garage, Ford Road near Euclid) 
 

Music  Food  Family Activities 
Dance  Exhibits  Conversation 

 

 Eboo Patel, founder and president of the  
 Interfaith Youth Corps, will deliver a taped 
 message at 2:30pm followed by small group  
 dialogue. 

 

 

This multi-faith program is free and welcomes all members of the community. 

 
Planned by Interreligious Peace Makers 

For more information, go to h p://sharethevision.case.edu. 
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save the date
OctOber 27, 2012

11 chesvan 5773

at 10 a.m. 
fOr the

  
adult b’nai Mitzvah 

cereMony 
of 

DaviD cOnn

nancy DuDwick

Jennifer finkel

lila hanft

amy hOgg

leah kamiOnkOwski

ginny naDler

susan Pelleg

glOria Plevin

mimi Plevin-fOust

chaim rOsenstiel

Jennie rOsenstiel

karly whitaker
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 CALENDAR
Sat., Sept.  1 10:00 a.m. Shabbat in the Park at Old River Farm Picnic Area, 

North Chagrin Reservation, Cleveland Metroparks; Ki 
Tetze; Service leader: Rabbi Steve; kiddush co-hosted 
by Leah Kamionkowski in honor of her son Marc be-
coming a father and her son Daniel getting married and 
by Mike Armin

Tues. Sept. 4 6:30-8:30 p.m. Membership Meeting and Potluck Dinner at the 
home of Maureen Dinner, 249 Blossom Lane, Orange, 
440-914-0404

Fri., Sept.  7 Youth Group Shabbat Dessert Potluck
Sat., Sept.  8
S’lichot

8:00 p.m. S’lichot at Ratner Chapel; Discussion leader: Art 
Lieberman. Please bring a dessert or appetizer. This 
special prayer service marks the formal beginning of 
the High Holy Days period

Sun., Sept.  9 10:00 a.m. Intergenerational Rosh Hashanah Apple Picking at 
Eddy’s Fruit Farm. See page 18 for more information

7:00 p.m Madrichim Meeting
Mon., Sept.  10 7:30 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Margaret Cohen, 2701 

Eaton Road, Shaker Heights, 216-752-0254; all Kol 
HaLev members are welcome.

Sat., Sept. 15 10:30 a.m. Lay-Led Shabbat Service preceded by Torah 
Discussion at 9:30 a.m at Ratner Chapel; Nitzavim; 
Service leader: TBA; kiddush co-hosted by David & 
Erica Steinweg in honor of their 10-year anniversary 
on Aug. 18 and by Robyn Novick & Andy Oster

Deadline for the  October newsletter
Sun., Sept. , 16
Erev Rosh Hashanah

8:00 p.m. (Doors 
open at 7:30)

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Ratner Chapel; Service 
leaders: Rabbi Steve and David Conn; kiddush co-
hosted by Maureen Hack, Gil and Marcia Goldberg 
and Leah Kamionkowski. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
Please arrive and socialize by 7:45 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 17 
Rosh Hashanah 
First Day

Doors open at 
9:00 a.m. 

Rosh Hashanah First Day at Ratner Chapel; service 
leaders: Rabbi Steve and Adina Davidson; kiddush co-
hosted by Eric and Sue Kisch, by Linda Gross and by 
Charles Rosenblatt and Deborah Gross . Doors open at 
9 a.m. Please arrive and socialize by 9:15 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. Adult Service: Babysitting and Child care will be 
available during adult services (return registration form 
by Aug. 31).

10:30 a.m. Separate Children’s Programming will begin at 10:30 
a.m. Children will be invited to join in the adult Shofar 
Service.
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Mon., Sept. 17 
Rosh Hashanah 
First Day

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming at 11 a.m.
After services Community “Potluck-Plus” Luncheon after services 

(registration and potluck signup required)
3:30 p.m. Tashlich at approximately 3:30 p.m., following 

luncheon; map will be distributed
Tue., Sept. 18
Rosh Hashanah 
Second Day 

9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah Second Day at Ratner Chapel; 
Choice of traditional service or an alternative service;
Service leaders: Experiential -- Greg Selker, 
Traditional--Bill Scher-Marcus. kiddush co-hosted 
by Sam & Anna Kelman and Maureen Hack Doors 
open at 9 a.m. Child care and babysitting during adult 
services (register by Aug. 31)

Sat., Sept.  22 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 
a.m at Ratner Chapel; Vayelech; Service leader: Rabbi 
Steve and Kol HaLev member; Discussion leader: Kol 
HaLev member; kiddush co-hosted by Alan Weinstein 
and by Ken & Barbara Messinger-Rapport

Tue., Sept.  25 7:00 p.m. (Door 
opens 6:30 p.m.)

Erev Yom Kippur at Ratner Chapel; service leaders: 
Rabbi Steve and Leah Kamionkowski. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. Please arrive and socialize by 6:45 p.m.

Sept. 25-26 Food Drive:  Please bring food for hunger drive. Mazon contribution 
envelopes will be available.

Wed., Sept.  26 9:30 a.m,.(Doors 
open at 9 a.m.)

Yom Kippur at Ratner Chapel; Service leaders: Rabbi 
Steve and Kol HaLev members

9:30 a.m. Shacharit Service
10:30 a.m.  Separate Children’s Programming begins 
11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming begins
12:30-1:15 p.m. Avodah Service
1:30-2:15 p.m. Meditation
3:30-4:30 p.m Torah Study
4:45-5:45 p.m. Yizkor 
6:00-7:00 p.m. N’ilah

Fri., Sept.  28 6:00 p.m Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner Chapel; 
kiddush co-hosted by Arthur Lieberman and by Anne 
Adamson

Sat., Sept.  29 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service at Ratner Chapel; Ha’azinu; Service 
leader: Rabbi Steve; kiddush co-hosted by Greg & 
Lois Selker and by Ron Kohn

Sun., Sept.  30 5:00 p.m Intergenerational Sukkot Event 

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. However, 
dates and venues for KHL events may change. To keep abreast of any changes, read the Weekly Update 
emailed to all members on Thursdays, or check Kol HaLev’s website calendar. 

 CALENDAR
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Place
stamp
here

kol haLev, Cleveland’s Jewish 
Reconstructionist Congregation, is an 

egalitarian, participatory spiritual community
visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist Community

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, Oh 44118
216-320-1498

ABOuT ThIS NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist 
Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out 
on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.
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